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T! he Comic aU Hiflorie ef 

And it is meet I prcfeotly iet forth. 

Duke. I am forry that your leifure ferves you not. 
Antkonioy'gt^tifie this Gentlemans 
For in -ray mind you are much bound to him. 

Exitl!>MkeaHdhiitruiHe, 
Ba(f. Moft worthy Gentleman,r and my friend 
Have by your wifedome been this day acquitted 
Of grievovspenaltiesjin lieu whereof. 

Three thoufand Ducats due unco the lew. 

We freely cope your courtious painea withall. 

And (land indebted over and above 
In love and fervice to you ever- more . 

Par. He is well paid that is well fatisficdi 
And I delivering you,amiatisfied. 

And therein do account my felfe well paid; 

My minde was never yet more mercinary. 

I pray you know me w ben we meet ^aine 
I wilii you well,and fo I take my leave. 

"Baff. Deere fir, of force I muft attempt you further, 
Take lome remembrance of us as a tribute. 

Not as fee : grant me two things I pray^ou. 

Not to deny me, and to pardon me. 

'Per. Y ou prefle me farre, and therefore I will yecid; 
Give meyour Gloves,Ilc wcare them for your 6ke, 
And for your love lie take this Ring from you. 

Do not draw back your hand, (le take no more. 

And you in love fiiall not deny me this. 

"Saif, T his Ring good fir, alas it is a trifle, 

I wjll not fliacne my lelfe to give you this. 

I will have nothiig elfc but onely this,' 

And now me thinkes 1 have a mind to it. 

"BaJf.Therc’a m ore depends on this then on the value; 
The deareft Ring in Peuiee will I give you, 

And find it out by proclamation, 

Onely for this I pray you pardon me. 

Per. Ifeefir youareliberallinofiers. 

You taught me firft to beg,and now me chinks 
Y ou teach me how a begger ihould be anfwcred. 
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M Good fir, this Ring was given me by my wife, 

And when fce put it on.fhc made me vow, ^ 

That 1 fheuid neither fell, nor give,nor loofe it. 

For. That feufe ferves many men to favc tbcir gifts, 
And if vour wife be not a mad woman, ^ 

And know how well I have deferv'd this Ring, 

She would not hold out enemy for ever, • 

For eivine it to me : welhpeacc be with you. Bxemt. 

Anth. My L. ‘Baftnio^lct him have the Ring, 

Let bis deferviogs and my love withall 
Be valued ’gainft your wives commandement. 

Self. Go Gratiafff,rmnc and overtake him, 

Givchim the Ring,and bring him ifthoucanft 

Unto ^«rife<»»w’ihoufe,away, make haft. Exit GrAttano. 
Coine,yoijand I will thither prefently, 

Andin the morning early will we both 

Flic toward /we»r, come Exeunt, 

EtiterNerrifA, 

Pw.Enquire the lewcs houfc out, give him, this deed. 
And let him figne it,vrce’l away to night, ■ 

And be aday before our hnabands home ; 

Tbisdeedwillbe well welcome to 

^ Enter grAtiano, 

Faire fir, you are well ore-tane .• 

My Lord BAffAuie upon more advice, ^ ; 

HathfentyoDherethisRiBg,anddothintreat: 

Year company at dimer. i' 

Par. That cannot be , ^ 

His Ring I do accept niofl: thaim^lly. 

And fo I pray you tell him : furthermore, 

I pray you fh«w my youth old Shjleeks houfe* 

Grit. That will Ido. 

Ner. Sir,I would fpeak with your 
lie fee if I can get my husbands Ring, 

Which 1 did make him fwcate to keep for ever* 






Psr.Tboa 




WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE Merchant of Venice (stc 22298) London, 1637 the British library (C.34.IC.24) OctaVO 


